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worship of wealth and violence cannot go on indefinitely without
the human race relapsing into savagery.
But "Civilization," Gandhiji holds, "is not an incurable
disease/'3 though it requires a drastic, revolutionary remedy.
This remedy is, according to him, the cultivation of non-violence
in all spheres of life.
For centuries war and violence have been tried as a means
of achieving peace and prosperity. Today they threaten the very
existence of the human race, and the conviction has been
growing among the saner sections of mankind that non-violence
is the only way of averting the catastrophe.
^Gandhiji's philosophy of Satyagraha deserves to be studied
because it embodies the lifelong researches of the greatest expo-
nent of non-violence. His philosophy is also important because
it is the most original contribution of India to political thought
and political practice>Moreover, it forms the philosophical back-
ground of the present-day nationalist movement in India where
it has moved the masses and won tremendous popularity. '*
The popularity of the philosophy of Satyagraha is also
partly due to Gandhiji's unique personality. ,He has been com-
pared to the Buddha and the Christ, though he repeatedly dis-
claimed a prophetic role. ". . .a purer, a nobler, a braver and a
more exalted spirit," said Gokhale in 1909, "has never moved on
this earth."4 To millions of people in India and outside he is the
highest embodiment of India's genius and of her eternal will to
non-violence. One of the greatest revolutionary leaders of the
world, he liberated through non-violent means his people from
the domination of the mightiest empire known to history and
tried to revolutionize the existing social order. During the last
months of his life, single-handed he brought under control out-
bursts of intense communal violence in several parts of India.
His philosophy is concerned with the perennial problems
of man's ultimate goal and the way he should live to advance
towards this goal. The philosophy of Satyagraha is essentially
practical.' It does not resemble those systematic fancies spun out
by acadenlic theorists which are often too neat and logical to be
true to life. [Gandhiji is a karmayogin, a practical idealist, and
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